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Noikiction versus Fiction

| completed a 346page insurance licensing text not too long ago. Nearly
150,000 words about Indemnity, Legal Liability, and Risk. Let me tell you,
the exercise offered none of the fun of writing a mystery or a romance. Insur-
ance texts do not allow murder, love scenes, internal dialogue, or any type of
fiction to creep into their pages. In fact, making things up is frowned upon
when writing insurance texts.

| entertained myself during the project by eliminating passive phrases and
injecting active verbs. Of course, when | got to the law portion of the text,
excerpting language from state code put a halt to my enjoyment.

On the flip side, writingano#i i ct i on i nsurance text
dant) allowed me time to research, which permitted an occasional feeling of
superiority when | read other insurance texts. In all seriousness, | realized
that having experience as a professional writer gave me an edge.

| also learned a lot during the project. Such as my commitment to dead-
lines. 1did not allow the boring aspect to impede my progress. | lost ten
daysé®o writing time due to a family
| also learned that editing isalwaysrequired, no matter how well you know
your topic and how expert you believe yourself to be in your field.
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We writers write. |t doesnot mat t w h
the how. And the quality of the fi she
reading it.

Second Time Around Garners
Reviews

During the past two monthsSecond Time Arounghas garnered a couple
of really good reviews on Amazon and other sites. Andrea Sisco called it,
0...a fun romp through murder and

DelGal Reviews said) Second Ti me Ar o u-tordinglplats
and just enough of thrilling suspense to keep readers guessing the outcome
from the first page to the ending, while also including a bit of romantic tur-
moil that adds to the overall suspe

Toread allS T Aréviews, visit my website and click on the Re-

views/Interviews tab.
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Nowerbal Communication
(from my coluBws/iness Samsiae April 2007 issuaeteeckender

Last month | talked about Language = 55%. ignoring the underlying goes into detail about a
communicationg specifi- In business, it is abso-  Message communicated by variety of tools for under-
cally, verbal communica- lutely essential to know _the tone of voice? Ordo  standing and interpreting
UAZ2Yy O ¢CKAa Y ywhat people mean. The cé2dz I al KSNI ¢&dumkerdof clndsEhst 3 K
talk a little bit about non g2NRa (GKS®& dzz Haveyou ever attended apgople communicate non
verbal communication. convey their true message. a business meeting where -verbally. Body Lan-

Look at the following Often, what a customer, the index finger of the guage written by Julius
types of communication client, coworker, or super- a LIS { SNRa Of 2 Eastpvasyitiein theg § | g3
and guess what percentage visorA & yagirig has more touching his lips? Andthe M®T nQa ' yR Aa
applies to each; your total  significance than what they other hand is stuffed in his garde(_j o
should be 100%: do say. Thetwo mostim- LJ2 O] S K , 2 dzodssminedly iRgIghtE  ( K §

Words Spoken portant skills involvedin 42 NRa KS&Qa &l @4 gceymtel Mty K I G

reading people, recognizing is he really communicating? N9 Analysis: Putting It to

Tone of Voice and translating the non L R2y Qi (yz2s WakFgryouyArgea o dzi

Body Language verbal cluesthey giveus, L QY 2y G(KS I t '4ighol; pyopideysigy n
Most people think that  are listening and observa- RSNA Yy 3 K25 a A YEAON8ighis Bt ger-
either Words Spokenor tion. You do it every day  being. _sonahty traits; its teach-
Tone of Voiceonstitute a and may not even realize it. | performed extensive !ngshave proven to be
majority of our communica-  Ever asked someone, ~ 'e€search when preparing a invaluable, especially
tion. Most people are 41 26 | NB @& 2 dzkcareer development work- dyrlng t_h_e processes'of
wrong. When added to- you do when that someone Shop on Relationship Man- hiring, firing, and putting

gether,Words Spokeand 5 g a5 G CAy § 3z ¢agementlastyear. COUD'QdSt‘i?ether teams of peo-
VoiceR2 Y QU S@SY pressedtone? Do youac- With over thirty years busi-  P'€-

The actual numbers are:  cept the surface meaning of N€SS experience and related Remember one of the
Words Spoken = 7%, Tone the wordfine and continue  training, I utilized dozens of facts | opened with?
of Voice = 38%, and Body  with your conversation,

books and publications. Only 7% of what we com-
Three books contributed ~ Municate involves the
greatly during the process  Words we speak. Pretty
and | share them with you. Silly to use that as the

Reading Peopleritten basis for understanding
by Jo Ellan Demetrius, other people, eh?

Mission Dam Reservoir, St. Ignatius,ivBeptember 2009 Creek feeding the reservoir
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Book Reviews

Mi not aur Books, a division of St. Ma r t Authér Exctliinge Blaip
publish book reviews. I am open to reviewing other

1 Requests MUST come from a publisher, agent, or publi¢isbt from authors

f1 will only review books |1 6dm personally interested i

thisareaii t s more about the writerds voice and the fi
1 1 will NOT review a book written by an author who is a personal/business friend or associate

To read the book review guidelines in their entiretglick here The book reviews |1 06ve
change Blog appear in the right sidebar of the blog.

More Good Reads

Here are some more book covers and tAuthol ExchanferBamgn t
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Second Time Aroura¥ailable at:

Amazon.com Barnes & Noble

Fictionwise Fact & Fiction BooksMissoula

Writing 181Active Voice

hyS 2F (KS KAy JanothenpasSivetvaice MPr8 iR  lamps painted a blur of green

is that passive voice steals from  the wordwas. I 6ve f ougndtantomtdwhatever thdy
your writing. It leeches itof ex- ~ Search a documentfowas, | 6 Migyched in the forest as the old
citement, emotion, meaning, and  able to replace it 9 out of 10 Lincoln raced through the gray

times. Yes, sometimes replace-

potential. ment involves rewriting the sen- night. From the back seat, Stu
author used variations of the verb place, or even eliminating the lender ﬂ:'e hoodHe Sa:,W ,th? . . R
gothroughout the book. Asin,  entire sentence. Who cares, if atAol 2% agésta 2y 0Ks
He went into the kitcheor He the revised version is stronger? face, as the young man
went upstairs How many alter- By the same token, if you abso- ~ hunched over the wheel,
natives can we create? lutely, positive Igi_}sped and \GhE?Z&d,a':lee t he
* He strode into the kitchen sentence stronger by replacmg willed the Iumpermg car
_ _ was, then keep it! Nothing, not through the twists and turns of
* He pranced into the kitchen  gyen g word, is all good or bad. Iy 2fR O2dzy(iNE NRI RO®
* He staggered into the linclude here the firstfewsen- RNA GSNRa | a 3I2RRIY ao
kitchen tences of Mark ArrSara(litdd i Kr2@z=@&Knitd Ly
* He ran into the kitchen book, Loot the Moon,to provide RNAGSNJ RARY Qi KI @S GK
* He backed into the kitchen you with an example of really head.
¢ He raced uostairs \s/trgng wr|t|r|13g thgt fa\\//ors Actlve b2 K203 GKFG F2NI
P _ _ oice over Fassive Voice: ) Voice? His entire book reads
* He dragged himself upstairs Tobacco smoke and moonlight ¢ x 1§ GKA&aZ AT &2 dzQNB
* He stumbled up the stairs filled the car. Outside, the head a primer.
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