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Upcoming Writer’s Events

One of the best things for a writer is to hang out with other writ-
ers. Not only do we understand the unique challenges of our job,
but we need the support and insight of other writers.
Regardless of the genre in which you write, or your publication
status, here’ s a |ist of wupcoming
e BloodyWords—Canada’s only national
ence—June 5-7, Ottowa, Canada

e Thrillerfest—Summer Camp for readers, fans, writers, and
industry professionals—July 8-11, New York City Inside This Issue:

conf e

o 29th Annual Conference—Romance Writers of America e Upcoming Writer’s
— July 15-18, Washington D.C. Events

e 40th Annual Boucheron—World Mystery Convention— e Writer’s Competi-
October 15-18, Indianapolis, Indiana tions

o New England Crimebake—8th Annual Mystery Confer- « Where to Buy Sec-
ence for Writers and Readers—November 13-15, ond Time Around
Dedham, Massachusetts e Writing 101

And here are some | i nk-slocalandsao me. Writet’ssComgeti-g I 0 U p
tional: tions (continued)

o Rocky Mountain Chapter, Mystery Writers of America « Appearances

o Mystery Writers of America (national) « Writing Resources

e Montana Chapter (in process of forming) , Romance Writ-

ers of America
« Romance Writers of America (national) Linda’s Blogs:

o Sisters in Crime Writin
EPIC Authors (Electronically Published Internet Connec- Aing

tion) Author Exchange
Science Fiction & Fantasy Writers of America

o Horror Writers Association Faulkner Education
o Malice Domestic Faulkner Insurance
o Western Writers of America
|l f you’'re a writer and want to ot
shy about doing so, feel freeto send me ane-mail—I * m sur e Stuff | Just
hook you up!
Discovered.:
Writer’s Competitions
Dog Breed Info Center
Wr i t er 0 magdzinegoHessta number of different writing
competitions and opportunities each year for those who are inter- Rule of Three Blog
ested in submitting their work and earning both cash and exposure. . ’
For more information about these competitions, and links to their The Writer's Fo
guidelines and Wr i t e r 0, visitPagg3e s t Blog
D.P. Lyle, M.D.
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Where to Purchase Second Time Around

(click one of the following links—for author-signed copies, click the book cover)

fictionwise
Fact & Fiction
Missoula, Montana

amazoncoms

DA M. FAULKNER

Writing Skills 101

My topic this month is WRITER'S BLOCK. We'’' ve
in it. Others of us suffer greatly from it.
I posted a query on my writer’s blog recently,
The overwhelming response of the 20 people who posted comments within the first 24 hours is:
e Most writers DO NOT bdortheensevesi n wr i ter’s Dbl o
e Many writers believe that Writer’s Block 1is
e Most writers believe that when they’re “blo
right: plot, characters, the scene is out of sync or not needed, etc.
One of the responders to my query, Anita McClellan, said this: Why is it that doctors never
get AMD Bl ocko or plumbers APl umbers Blocko or é~

Anita has a terrific point. When doctors and
children injections and replacing a washer in sc
singing, do they say they’'re “blocked?” That tF

thing else to help their creative juices flow?
| doubt it.
The business of writing does involve a bit more creativity than some jobs—but not all. Proba-
bly not even many. Take someone with a career in advertising, or marketing, for example.
Doesn’t she have to keep coming up with fresh ne
across in new ways that won’t bore her customer s
The business of writing involves placing butt in chair and either putting pen/pencil to paper or
fingers to keys. It requires the daily production of a certain number of words on the page or
pages in the document. Does it matter if the words appearing on the page are good or not? Not

in the first draft, it doesn’t! It s a whole | c
When you have a blank page, or screen, infrontof you—t her e’ s not a damn thi
with it. Even i f your page/ screen contains nottf

ward progress.
A blank page/screen is nothing. Nothing is never going to appear between the two covers of a
book or magazine. Dri vel probably won’t, either
tential. And, at some future point in time, you can get rid of it. AFTER you produced it. After you
have something to show for your time and effort.
Some of us work on a couple of projects simultaneously for the express purpose of being able

to produce something even when our well of inspi
writing this eLetter, or my monthly newspaper column, has helped me work out a kink in the plot
of my book.

Writers write. It dewbprpthemaités What-swepdtwvngt

write.


http://www.amazon.com/Second-Time-Around-Linda-Faulkner/dp/1934258326/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1233623679&sr=8-1
http://www.fictionwise.com/eBooks/eBook79946.htm
http://www.lindamfaulkner.com/BUY BOOKS.htm
http://www.factandfictionbooks.com/
http://www.factandfictionbooks.com/
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Writer's Competitions (continued from page 1)

The Wr i t e r 6 AnnualiWgiteng Gompetition is the biggest and best-known of the competi-
tions. Unfortunately, the deadline for 2009 just passed (May 15th) , but the competition offers 10
categories: inspirational, memoirs/personal essay, magazine feature article, genre short story,
mainstream/literary short story, rhyming poetry, non-rhyming poetry, stage play, TV/movie script,
children’”s/ YA fiction.

The Wr i t e r 6 ShorDStogy €asntpetition will be opening soon (winners of the 2008 compe-
tition were just announced in February).

Check out these and other opportunities by visiting Wr i t e r 6 Gompetitions.sQnce you
join a writer’' s —agammemberbgnefit—ral Il irsdd enigvef t hat gr ol
tional competition. MWA and RWA, especially, have dozens of competitions running at the same
time.

e 5/24—Guest blogger on RULE OF THREE

e 8/17—Guest on Murder, She Writes with Silvia Dickey Smith

To request an appearance, click here to e-mail Linda:
Writing Workshop/Seminar
Book Club Appearance
Interview or Other Appearance

Writing Resources (click on a name to be directed to that web site)

Writers Market Writers Weekly

The highest-circulation freelance writing ezine in the world.

cccccc

—— i-_ B :
A ent ue NT— ' ? . _45‘_ the internet’s largest and most current
g R database of literary agents

Visit Linda’s website and blogs:

www.lindamfaulkner.com d Li nda 6 website

www.lindamfaulkner.blogspot.com d L i

www.lindamfaulknertips.blogspot.com 6 Li nda @

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please reply with
UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line.
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