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MAMALODE—For the Whole Mother 

     Last month, I told you about Mamalode, a new magazine.  Well, 
here’s some more info about the new publication: 

 The magazine’s launch party, the MOTHER’S DAY EVE 
BASH, will be held at the Peak Health & Wellness facility 
by Blue Mountain on Saturday, May 9th, from 7pm—
11pm 

 Website launch is scheduled for June and the site will be 
located at::  www.mamalode.com—at present, this loca-
tion is occupied by a placeholder that contains some infor-
mation, including advertising rates 

 A digital edition of the magazine will appear on the web-
site when it launches, replicated in full and complete with 
links to all advertisers 

 The cost is free and Mamalode will be available in health 
clubs, doctors’ offices, grocery stores, etc.  Once the web-
site launches, a subscription option will also be available. 

 Freelancers will be able to obtain submission guidelines 
for articles when the website launches.  In the interim, e-
mail your story ideas to:  elke@mamalode.com 

SECOND TIME AROUND NOW AVAILABLE FOR 

PURCHASE IN MISSOULA BOOKSTORE 

     Fact & Fiction Books is now carrying Second Time Around!  

Shelves are stocked and STA is in the front display.  Join us for a 

Book Reading & Signing on Friday, May 8th, from 7:00pm to 

8:30pm.  STA’s cover artist, Steph Lambert, is planning to join us, 

as are a number of other “famous” Missoulians! 

     Many thanks to Barbara Theroux, owner of Fact & Fiction Books, 

for her support and assistance. 

Stuff I Just 

Discovered: 

Artichoke Press 
Judy Wright 

 
Lessons from Lois 

Lois McElravy 
 

Author’s Den 
(yes I’m listed) 

 
Whohub 

(yes, I’m listed here, too) 
 

Remarkable Communica-
tion 

 
I’m on Twitter 

 

Red Hat Readers  

     Many thanks to the Red Hat Readers Book Club for not only 
choosing Second Time Around as their book this month (my birth-
day month, no less!), but for inviting me to eat, drink, and be merry 
with them at their meeting. 

http://www.lindamfaulkner.com/
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mailto:elke@mamalode.com
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http://www.authorsden.com/
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Where to Purchase Second Time Around 
(click one of the following links—for author-signed copies, click the book cover) 
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Writing Skills 101 

Fact & Fiction  

Missoula, Montana  

     I’m atop my soapbox this month, spurred on by a fellow member of one of my business net-
working groups.  Lynn started a rant earlier this week about the poor quality of many of the busi-
ness letters and business e-mails she’s been receiving.  (She works in a CPA’s office—so she’s 
been inundated with correspondence these past few weeks!) 
    Business correspondence should be written professionally, whether the format is a letter, 
memo, or e-mail.  Essentials of a professionally written piece include: 

 Accurate spelling 
 Proper grammar 
 Correct punctuation 
 Factual content 
 Visual aesthetics 

     Virtually all word-processing and e-mail programs (including Google, Yahoo, and AOL) con-
tain spell-check functions.  Unfortunately, they are not  perfect.  As a reader, I can tell the differ-
ence between a spelling error that’s the result of a less-than-perfect spell-check function and an 
author who doesn’t know how to spell and doesn’t care to have another person proof-read his/her 
work.  Most other people can tell the difference, too.  Microsoft Word also contains grammar-
check; a person can go into Word’s options and choose settings for grammar, verb-noun agree-
ment, and a lot of other essentials.  Utilizing these functions takes very little time and effort.  
When a finished business letter, memo, or e-mail contains mistakes, readers recognize the lack 
of attention and usually interpret it as laziness rather than ignorance (in the true sense of the 
word). 
     Business letters that contain inaccurate information or, even worse—from my perspective, 
anyway!—that go on, and on, and on, are a no-no.  When I receive a 3-page business letter, I im-
mediately prepare myself to be bored and seldom read the entire letter.  On the other hand, if a 
single-page letter contains a lot of white space, I’m far more apt to read it and pay attention.  I’m 
sorry to report that most business letters talk more about the writer than about the recipient.  
Most people hate reading mail and, if they’re compelled to do so, want the process to be either a) 
quick or b) beneficial to them. 
     In closing, I’d like to share my distaste for unprofessional e-mail messages—which is most of 
those I receive at work.  Business e-mails should have a salutation, just like a business letter (i.e. 
Dear John); they should also have signature lines, complete sentences, paragraphs, upper and 
lower-case letters, proper punctuation ,etc.—just like business letters.  When I get an e-mail that 
doesn’t greet me, isn’t signed by the sender, and is just one, long, run-on sentence without capi-
talization or punctuation, I get the impression the sender doesn’t consider me important enough 
to spend time being professional.  I wonder if s/he intends for me to receive that impression?  
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Visit LindaÙs website and blogs: 

 
www.lindamfaulkner.com ð Lindaôs website 

 
www.lindamfaulkner.blogspot.com ð Lindaôs blog 

 
www.lindamfaulknertips.blogspot.com  ð Lindaôs author interview blog 

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please reply with  
UNSUBSCRIBE in the subject line. 

© 2009 Linda M. Faulkner   All Rights Reserved.  All photos copyrighted Linda M. Faulkner unless otherwise credited.  

Writers’ Organizations 

Writers’ Publications 

Happy Birthday to Fellow Aries 

     My birthday is in April and earlier this month I spent an evening with a group of women at an 
Aries Party.  All of us have birthdays from mid-March to mid-April and meet annually to celebrate 
our similarities and the successes of the past year.  Do you other signs of the Zodiac do the 
same thing?  Here are some famous Aries:  Rosie O’Donnell, Elton John, Eddie Murphy, Russell 
Crowe, David Letterman, Gloria Steinem, Aretha Franklin, Luther Van Dross, Adolf Hitler, Reba 
McEntyre, Vincent Van Gogh, Jack Webb, Maya Angelou, Harry Houdini, Betty Ford, Charles 
Chaplin, Henry Mancini, Tiny Tim, Lois McElravy, Judy Wright, Mary Oestreich—and me! 

Western Writers  

of America 
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