
eLetter from Linda M. Faulkner 

     Linda has been invited to speak at the Business Referral 

sub-network of the Missoula Businesswomen’s Network on 

Thursday, February 5, 2009.  Linda’s topic:  How to Market 

Anything. 

     The meeting will be held at the offices of Lambert Family 

Chiropractic at 1320 S. Third Street West in Missoula from 

5:30pm—7:30pm.  Steph Lambert designed the book cover 

for Linda’s soon-to-be released mystery novel, Second  Time 

Around, and she and her husband, Dr. Anthony Lambert, 

have graciously offered to host the meeting. 

     It is expected that autographed copies of Second Time 

Around will be available for purchase at the meeting.  
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Name That Villain Contest 

     Would you like to name the villain in Linda’s next mystery?  If so, visit Linda’s website and 

enter the Name That Villain  contest.  You can also make your recommendations for the prize to 

be awarded to the contest winner. 

Writing Skills 101 

     Writing comes more naturally to some people than others.  Still, 

certain techniques and skills are essential to drawing the attention of 

the reader into your story — regardless of your natural talents. 

     Characterization   -  All good stories require well-crafted charac-

ters and plots, but creating characters who grow and develop as the 

story progresses, and who make the reader see them as sympa-

thetic and believable, is harder than you’d think.  A reader wants to 

get into the characters’ minds, wants to feel their emotions, and if a 

story’s characters don’t reach out and grab a reader’s sympathy, s/

he isn’t going to continue reading. 

     Some writers create character outlines to define their charac-

ters—in varying degrees of complexity.  Others study and research 

subjects such as personality typing, astrology, birth order, etc. to 

help them create believable characters.  Motivation and consistency 

are two essential elements of creating believable and memorable 

characters.  A character’s behavior must always be motivated.  It 

must also be consistent with what the reader knows about the char-

acter, even if the  motivation isn’t immediately apparent. 

     Why did we love and relate to Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman?  

She was a prostitute, for Pete’s sake!  Her choice of occupations 

was motivated properly and her behavior was consistent with that 

motivation.  

     Simple, right? 
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Gift Certificates Available 

     Gift Certificates for autographed copies of Second Time 

Around  are now available.  Purchasers must be able to pick 

up their purchase(s) in-person in Missoulaðwe will NOT be 

mailing/shipping the books.  To purchase your Gift Certificate, 

please mail us at website@lindamfaulkner.com. 

     Want to win an autographed copy of Second Time Around?  

It’s easy! 

     Visit Linda’s website, read the first chapter, and guess the 

occupation of Timmie Campbell.  Then fill out your online contest 

entry form and keep your fingers crossed!  Only one entry per 

person, please.  Contest deadline will be the day before the book 

is available for purchase. 

Click the link above to see the offerings, 
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     Linda has been approached by a number of people 
who are interested in attending writing classes.  If you 
are one of those people, please send an e-mail to Linda 
at website@lindamfaulkner.com with the following infor-
mation: 

¶ Topics you are interested in learning about 

¶ Preferred day of classes:  Weekday evening or 
Saturday morning 

¶ Preferred length of classes:  1, 2, or 3 hours 
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